Mycoplasma infection in pregnant rats: low viability of foetuses and newborn offspring.
The controversy regarding the possible role of genital mycoplasma infection in human reproductive failure gave rise to a study in which pregnant rats, previously shown to be of normal fertility, were inoculated 7-11 days after conception with either Mycoplasma arthritidis or an equal volume of sterile broth medium. Repeated observations during the course of pregnancy revealed several pathogenic effects. A statistically significant decrease was observed in the mean litter size of infected mothers. Furthermore, the offspring showed low viability at birth and, still more, at 10 days after birth. Our data are compatible with the hypothesis that genital mycoplasma infection plays a role in reproductive failure.